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'RSATION BETWEEN Gop
, N\/IgRS/\l ! o AOF
/\l{(/\(l)slNl)l{ANArl‘ll \AUORE AND o

N
TANNER OF MAN AND SUPER 4

Abhishek K“lnar,
‘Man and Superman'of George l; C:’ :n ard Sh;’w and ‘Gopg:
of Rabindranath TClgOFf’ have been PB()R” Cf’” and paz'h.
[}reakiﬂg works of art in both Great’ rzfam and {nd{a_
While the play ‘Man and Superman’ articulgtes ! ¢ life
force in all its glory and fullness, Gora, {he protago;?zst of
the novel is a close embodiment of that IQ’e Jforce. I't is this
relationship between the two works that is encfzantzng and
illuminating at the same time. This conversation betweep
the two characters extends their philosophy and almost
imevitably their personalities. It begins with John Tanner
seeking to enlist Gora to his venture that seeks to extol
virtues of idleness. The idleness as he defines serves as g
Jacilitating ideq Jor the manifestation of the life force as

envisaged by Bernard Shaw. The organization, Members
of Idle Rich Class, MIRC as it is

through the binding force of Th
context of the

the two semin

e Ten Commandments. The

conversation js maintained as it was when
al workg were written.

Dear Gourmohan Baby

action alone. Your

able but your appro
ds people discover y
Pe and yet it is as des

AIRE pary of Hinduis, are laug
0 )

' SHYour wop

Outh finds
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You fight all that is decaying and decrepit in your society and yet you
are not free from it. You look at women as instrument to your ends and
yet no woman is with you. You say you are one with people and yet you
seem distant and apart from the rest. In all your qualities I find in you

traits of a deserving member of our society and therefore | welcome
VOu.

Idle you are not but rich you are. Your richness originates from probably
your birth, your upbringing, your education, your society and your
whole being. I find you at a stage in history when the old his reluctant
to give way to the new, the tradition is holding on to its withering visage
with paint and rouge and youth is not man enough to challenge the old.
You are that youth who is becoming a man.

Your idleness is the source of your thoughts and also actions. The new
man in England wants to work and work efficiently. This quest for
efficiency is leading him to a race that will lead to self destruction. The
new man in India, if it is you, gives us a new paradigm and if idleness
is the cause for the advent of new man, hail idleness.

Our call is to all who share our vision for the world, which seeks to
establish the rule of idleness. For in it lay the real success of human effort.
You may refer to the Ten Commandments of our society, given below
before accepting membership. It is idleness that foments revolution,
questions authority, creates art and music and enriches civilization. 1
am afraid of the new man in England. He will rob us of idleness and of
opportunity to enjoy. I look at you with hope.

Yours Affectionately
John Tanner
President & Member
Idle Rich Class

PS: Your nickname amuses me and your friendship with Benoy h
sincerity that | envy. In you I find a curious mix of the cult of east
the vigour of the west. | am happy and eager to have you as a me
of our society and look forward to your response.

The Ten Commandments As Promulgated By the Members of
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Rich Class

41 Idleness is my God and no other

47 | shall seek no other object

#3 | shall not represent idleness with any image that may seek mv
prostration before it

#4 1 shall not be vain in idleness

#5 I shall not spend a day that is not idle

#6 1 shall honour those who beget idleness

#7 I shall not kill those who do not seek 1dleness

#8 I shall not seek i1dleness of others

#9 I shall seek equitable distribution of idleness in society

#10 I shall not bear false witness against neighbour or myself to seek
idleness

Dear Mr Tanner,

Thank you for the offer and the welcome but I am convinced that [ must
refuse with all humility. It is impossible to deny that you are aware of

MYy economic situation, but I assure you I cannot be counted among the
idle nor idleness is or can be my objective in life.

and a.ctlons of our religion, The
WOntin your cylgyre isb .
anq has to fend for
religion apd societ

facilitae his mo i
A a responge

glorification of indy
i 2Sfd on the premise that the j

alvati 1
4Uon without mych sup

wi aQ |

vemc:n]te;e 4510 our system, the who
{0 this Orward, No wonder that you
Your (e > empty glOl‘iﬁcation
clﬁCilli()n of :

and cyg,
l > . . .
re Vilisag: recognition of thy

has coy

ne to, |

a yses 0L b
; ) | s

but you, heartsy \ have sought joy

¢ dil'ty, your buil
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4 Comversanon Between Gora of Robindranath Tagore and John Tanner of Man and Superman 31
your people are puny, your society is lively but the morals that govern
the society are dead. your machines run faster but your civilization has
come to a grinding halt. You are seeking to resuscitate your dry sources
with wells of the east that refuses to dry despite the pillage wreaked by
you and your ilk.

Yours truly,

Gourmohan Bandyopadhyay

PS: I like your banter with your chauffer and enjoy your helpless state
before Ann Straker

Dear Gourmohan Babu

['understand your bitterness and I cannot blame you for that. Historical
processes and necessities often grind individuals and nations and your
country is a victim at the moment, however there was a time when your
country epitomized prosperity and knowledge. I am sure the day will

come soon when your country will earn its rightful place in the world
firmament.

The concern of our society is not countries or groups of people but human
race. What we are experiencing today, you will experience tomorrow.
The progress of science is a juggernaut that cannot be stopped. Soon it
will turn into technology and will not require any talent for adoption.
Masses will turn to it for profit and for ease. Technology will suck all
vitality from their being and create them in its own image. James Watt
will be the messiah of new society and Bernard Shaw its handmaig

I presume, idleness the term has irked you. Our conviction comes
the idea that perfectibility of man cannot be achieved by inor
emphasis on material prosperity, which seems to be the directio
western civilization and our destiny is to be a cog in this giant
of progress, My driver’s pride in his ability to manoeuvre a mo
scares me and in it | see the destruction of human race, as mg
more will discover sources of pride in their facility with machin

In idleness I see hope and promise, We look at Idleness notasar
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. and creation. You may call it m ltdtlgn N Consonane, Gourf
contemplatic | i | moorings. In the idle contemplation of [ife , al| pS: S
-1 vour cultural moorings. _ g
with your cul s we believe mankind shall find its purposes anq the (e ck
-+« manifestations :
its mamte;tm them. in it shall be found the answers to the questiong 4
means {0 U ' e in i ne can man realize hj | pe
that have troubled generations and in it alo his glory o
of being. may '
Hail idleness. orgﬂ”‘
Yours Affectionately to eV
»
John Tanner ' ma)
PS: You may laugh at the moment but I shall have the last laugh when | orapl
can foresee Sucharita wreaking havoc with your steely resolves. Spart
inch
Dear Mr Tanner is a |
: - dI e slave
[ understand that we need not quibble on semantics and [ am wit you ok
on what you call idleness which probably is equivalent to tapasya in :ec
our culture as the laboratory or the method for experimenting with new
) " . v the o
ideas and finding solutions to the challenges posed by current political
and social situations as also for reinventing the society for future MIR
challenges. I admire your ambition and also the effort to institutionalize for
the process which in my view is an individual calling and am not sure if resp(
it can be forged out of common and collective human urges. myr;
) oA into
! come from a country and culture that hag reposed immense faith in

“salvaFion for all” and has a well-defined body of thought and processe o

at the instie:
engenders them g m Lotitutions must re

ust a|
am eager to gop how your
the society,

Yours truly,

a
Soreflect the flavour ¢

Membership unfolds
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A Conversation Between Gora of Rabindranath Tagore and John Tanmer of Man and Supeyman 33

Gourmohan Bandyopadhyay

PS: Sucharita will be a fellow traveller and little else as I do not admit
the charms of venus as readily as you do.

Dear Gourmohan babu

Organization isnecessary to attain scale. While individual contemplation
may effect changes in self and in the immediate vicinity, the force of
organization can unleash hitherto hidden potential at a scale difficult
to even imagine in the ordinary schema. In your own context, you
may be witness to the impact of Brahmo Samaj. I understand you are
grappling with them as is your ancient society with its modernity. The
Spartan and organizational elements in Brahmo Samaj almost Christian
in character must be befuddling the sensibilities of Hindus. I believe it
is a preview of things to come. Religions and societies shall become
slaves of organizations of economic and technological force and their
might can be met by only another organization that can respond with
an equal vigour. Individual is likely to be crushed under the weight of

the organization.

MIRC is proposed to be such an organization that prepares mankind
for the impending onslaught and that enables humanity to respond. Its
response is likely to champion the cause of humanity itself in its most
myriad form. It must uphold the value of transformation of weakness
into strength, of ill will into goodwill, of ignorance into knowledge,
of chaos into harmony and of man into a superman. It must be led
a superman himself and in you I find that strength. In men like
the organization like MIRC can find its fruition, its meaning

fulfilment of purpose.

Affectionately yours

John Tanner . '
PS: The charm of a woman does not brook resistance. You wi

experience it.

Dear Mr Tanner

[ am not really flattered when you call me a superman ora lc.:ade
I am pursuing a task, I am simply acting upon my convictions
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2 k. If thi
 all for the task. 1is act needs Were
y a w : 0
a loss 1O find a word. Your suggestjon -
ot as [ am neither @ leader nor a SUpermgy |
1 andearing nor 4 » . e :
neither endearl! " ties and if any quality I have. it may be more i
ac ¢ . - p . S e
In fact | find you to have ext-rgordmdry capability
You also seem 1O have a vision that far trangcer .
' : sarcasm, e
the immediate though 1 must admit that YOS sar asl ,fverbomt). and
e 5 N | d
hetoric often make me question your commitment. 1 often wonder j
r .
vou say things for the sake of saying them. I on the other hand, am ny
R ord within. This particularizing the
able to speak if I have not felt the worc} W lthdm ] P U.lérlllng the
- enti eloping a vi hich
universal is probably preventing me from developing sion which

you are able to do so comfortably.

| therefore admire you and frankly

conversation.
Yours truly

Gora
PS: Pray tell me, why women are achingly beautiful.

. . ’ FUNe u I
not hesitating in gIving t
be labelled. | would be @
have ordinary 1
ordinary vigour.
persist and inspIre.

have begun enjoying this

Gora, Character and the Novel
Gora, both as a character and novel symbolizes awakening, not a timid
and unannounced one but a thundering and fulminating one. Gora
is as vigorous in his errors as he is in his righteousness which either
gulverll)zes an unsympathetic audience or mesmerizes am €ager Ot
ora, bornto Iris Ry
4150 el h p;lrents were brought up by a Bengali E
me : - - :
e ‘remendous enthusiasm in preserving a pr
edic Brahiminism and tolerated
found ated almost no breach.
ound a woman who was eve
race and Gora saw he Iy woman:and more 3ol
: F4asa means to an end. He dis¢

Life Force ag 4y Ideq tll what you will and Mt

Wl |
and Supermap, John Ta:i;:..evelgped and introduced |
¢mbodies the life force
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N

e body. be = hamted Oy 1t and yet his spirit soars over sublime |
meersamdng of humanity and its place n society. He also illuminates |
S et 0 ever pertectidility of man and confronts the vice like grip

“ine Daological purpose of woman which prevents man from moving
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